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CHAP. IL 
The INTRODUCTION. 








mease fa celebrated Author had not al- 
spay ready told us, that shere is nothing 
in nature fo much to be wonder’d at 
as THAT WE CAN WONDER. 
AT ALL; it muft appear to eve- 
ry one, who has but a degree of 
mialaadee above the idiot, a matter of the 
greateft furprize, to obferve the univerfat prevalence 
of prejudice and cuftom in the minds of the Men, 
One might naturally expect to fee thofe lordly 
creatures, as they modeftly ftile themfelves, every 
where jealous of fuperiority, and watchful to main- 
tain 


[2] 
tain it. Inftead of which,. if we except the tyran- 
nical ufurpation of authority they exert over us 
Women, we fhall find them induftrious in nothing 
but courting the meaneft fervitude. Was theiram- 
bition laudable and juft ;. it would be confiftent in 
itfelf, and this confiftency would render them alike 
imperious in every circumftance, where authority is 
requifite and juftifiable. And if their brutal ftrength 
of body entitled them to lord it over our nicer 
frame; the fuperiority of reafon to paffion might 
fuffice to make them afhamed of fubmitting that rea- 
fon to paffion, prejudice, and groundlefs cuftom. If 
this haughty fex would have us believe, they have a 
natural right of fuperiority over us; why don’t 


they prove their charter from nature, by making .- 


_ ufe of reafon to fubdue themfelv.:, We know we 
have reafon, and are fenfible that it is the only pre- 
rogative -nature has beftow’d upon us, to lift us 
above the fphere of fenfitive animals. And the fame 
reafon, which points us out our fuperiority over 
them, would light us to difcern the fuperiority of 
Men over us ; if we could difcover in them the leaft 
' degree of fenfe above what we ourfelves poffefs. But 
# will be impoffible for us, without forfeiting that 
reafon, ever to acknowledge ourfelves inferior to 
creatures, who make no other ufe of the fenfe they 
boaft of, than bafely to fubje€t it to the paffions 
they have in common with Brutes. Were we to 
fee the Men every where, and at all times, mafters 
of themfelves, and their animal appetites in a per- 
fect fubordination to their rational faculties; we 

fhould 


fhould have fome colour to think that nature de- 
fign’d them for mafters to us, who cannot perhaps 
always boaft of fo compleat a command over our- 
felves. But how is it poffible for us to give into 
fuch a notion ; while we fee thofe very men, whofe 
ambition of afcendency over us nothing lefs than 
abfolute dominion can fatiate, court the moft ab- 
ject flavery, by proftituting reafon to their groveling 
paffions, fuffering fenfe to be led away captive by 
prejudice, and facrificing juftice, truth and honour 
to inconfiderate cuftom ? 

How many things do thefe mighty wife creatures 
hold for undoubted truths, without being able to 
affign a reafon for any one of their opinions! The 
caufe of ‘which is that they fuffer themfelves to be 
hurried away by appearances. With them, what 
feems true muft be fo; becaufe the light, in which 
they eye things, ftands them in the ftead of convic- 
tion. Where they want evidence in the principles, 
fallacy helps them to fill up the vacancy with feem- 
ings in their inference. In a word, as they fup- 
pofe without reafon, fo they difcourfe without 
grounds; and therefore would have as ftrongly 
maintain’d the negative of what they affert, if 
cuftom and the impreffion of the fenfes had deter- 
min’d them to it after the fame manner. 

But a few ages ago, the belief of the Antipedes 
was a herefy in philofophy. Ignorance, dignified 
with the prerogative of cuftom and fupported by 
the feemings of reafon, juftify’d the contrary Opi- 
nion; and the graveft Philofophers were, or af- 

: | B 2 fected 
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fefted to be, fo well convinced of it, that it was an 
argument of the utmoft arrogance to attempt to fet 
them right. And yet the matter has been fince {g 
unqueftionably proyed, that nothing but the height 
of madnefs, or the depth of ignorance can RaW 
coyntengnce a doubt of it, 

The conftant revolution of days and years de- 
termin’d the wifakers of old to affert, that all the ce- 
leftial orbs move round the earth: And cuftam, 
ever prevailing cuftom, drags the major part of our 
cotemporary book-worms fo follow their opinion, 
Whereas the very fame Phajfes, if we maturely con- 
fider, may equally incline us to think, that the 
earth itfelf is a planet and moves with the reft of 
the planets round the fun. What mighty fuperio- 
rity of reafon then have thefe over- grown boys over 
I¢ffer children ? Both argue alike from appearances ; 
The former fee, from the diverfified pafitions of 
the earth and fun, that there is motion in one of 
them; and, becaufe they feel not the agitation in 
the earth they ftand upon, therefore. precipitately 
conclude that it is the fun moyes rqund them, and 
not they round the fun, The latter, infenfible of 
the mation of a coach, fancy, when in one, that 
the honfes pafs by them, and not they by the 
houfes, Are not both led in their judgments by 
like principles ? Yet with this difference {till, thac 
thefe are lefs obftinate in error and more ready to 
be fet right, than they. 

In like manner the wild favages in the Indies, 
(who, by the bye, aro neverthelefs of the fame 

{pecies 
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{pecies with our domeftic anes at home) for want 
of knowing the mechanifm of a clock, are apt to 
attribute it’s movements to invifible {pirits within 
it; while your blind followers of Des Cartes bluth © 
not to. take upon religious truft, from him, that 
the whole animal creation are but different kinds 
of Automata, or felf-moving clock-.work 3 notwith- 
ftanding it’s being pretty well known, that their 
mafter himfelf had toa much fenfe to believe his 
own fyftem, having invented it only to amufe and 
impafe upon fools. 

The Men, who have taken care to engrofs the 
affairs af Religion, as well as others, to their own 
Management, are na more guided in that than in 
any thing elfe by the dictates of reafon, The reli- 
gion they were bred up in they blindly prefer to - 
all others, without being able to give any ftronger 
proof of it’s being the beft, than that it was the 
Faith of their fore-fathers. Upon the ftrength of 
this prejudice, they adhere to it as the only true 
ane; and, without ever examining into it, ar com- 
paring it with others, they condemn all befide it 
as erroneous. Js not this the cafe with matt of 
the Mex, our clergy not excepted? No country 
pleafes a man fo well as his qwn; nay, {a far is he 
apt te carry prejudice, that he can feldom be in- 
duced to.do juftice to any other nation, even where 
truth is on it’s fide, if the honour and intereft of 
his own is at ftake: And this is a foible the very 
beft Men are equally fubject ta. Nay, fuch is the 

ren of that fer, ag well as ours, that even 
| profeffions 
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profeffions are a matter of prejudice. And a ‘fool 
of our own is often more acceptable in company 
than a wife-man of another calling. The very 
inequality of ftations, which conftraint and con- 
fufion have introduced among Men, has deceived 
roultitudes of them into a notion that the fame ine- 
quality is in Men themfelves. — 

If we allow ourfelves but time to trace this diver- 
fity of vulgar errors up to the fountain-head ; fhall 
we be able to find them any other fource than inte- 
reft and cuftom ? And yet fuch is the prevalence, 
which cuftom, ever fo wrongly introduced, has over 
the minds of the Men, that it requires much lefs 


difficulty to wean them from fentiments, which 
they themfelves have built on the moft convincing 


evidences of reafon and truth, than to draw them 
from the prejudices which cuffom has inftill’d into 
them. | 

I fhould never have done, was I to reckon up 
the many abfurd notions the Men are led into by 
cuftom:: Tho? there is none more abfurd than that 
of the great difference they make between their own 
fex and ours. Yet it muft be own’d, that there 1s 
not any vulgar error more antient or univerfal. For 
the learned and illiterate alike are prepoffeft with 
the opinion, that Men are really fuperior to Women, 
and that the dependence we now are in is the very 
{tate which nature pointed out for us. So that to 
advance the contrary doétrin, after fo long a pre- 
poffeffion, muft appear as great a paradox as it did 
fome years ago to affert, that on the nether fur- 
| | face 
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face of the globe there were men who walk’d 
with their heads downwards to -us; and whether 
the one be not as agreeable to truth as the other, 
will beft be found on a fair trial, But what judge 
fhall we have recourfe to, or what evidence can be 
admitted in an affair of fo delicate a nature as this, 
on which depends the right of one half the creation, 
which ever fide may prevail ? 

All the witne/s we defire to be allow’d, is platn,: 
undifguifed truth; and if the Men have but gene- 
rofity enough left to admit this evidence, we fhall 
have no room to fear any they can bring. We are 
willing, at leaft for charity’s fake to hope, that, 
however they may be difpofed, they will at leaft 
blufh to make any exceptioné againft fo unqueftion-. 
ably impartial a witnefs. 

But who fhall the matter be tried by? We our- 
felves are too nearly concern’d in the decifion, to 
be admitted even as witneffes in the trial, much lefs _ 
then as judges; and the fame confideration equally - 
excludes the Men from ating in it in either capaci- 
ty. And yet fo far are we from having any thing 
to apprehend from the defect of juftice in our caufe, 
that if the Men were ever fo little more juft and lefs 
corrupted in their judgments than they really are, 
we would readily fubfcribe to their own fentence. 
But as the cafe now ftands, we muft appeal to 4 
more impartial judge. 

Hitherto the difference between the fexes has been 
but very flightly touch’d upon. Neverthelefs, the 
Men, bias’d by cuftom,. prejudice, and. intereft, 

have 
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* have prefumed boldly to pronounce fenteneée i their 


‘own favour, becaufe poffeffion empower’d thern to 
make violence take place of juftice. And the Mén 
of our times, without trial or examination, havé 
taken the fame liberty from the report of other 
Men, Whereas to judge foundly whether their 
_fex has received from nature any real fupet-crinence 
beyond ours, they fhould entirely diveft themfelves 
of all intere# and partiality, and fuffer no bate re- 


ports to fill the place of argument, efpecially if the. 


Reporter be 2 party immediately concetn’d. 
If a Man could thus diveft the partiality atrach’d 


to this felf, and put on for a minate 2 fate of | 


neutrality ; he would be able to fee, and forced to 
acknowledge, that prejudice and precipitance are the 
chief caufes of fetting lefs value upon Women than 
Men, anid. giving fo much greater excellence arid no- 
bility to the latter thaf to the former. In a word, 
were the Men-Philofophers in the ftri& fenfe of the 
term, they woukd be able to fee that nature invin- 
cibly proves a perfeét equality in our fex with their 
Own. 

But as there are extremely feo amorig chem Cae 
pable ef fuch an abftracted way of thinking, they 
have no mose right to act the judges in this matter 
than ourfelves ; and therefore, we muft be obliged 
to appeal to a more impartial judge, ond incapable of 
fiding with either fide, and confequently unfufpect- 
ed on both. This I apprehend to be retifed 
yeafon, 48 it is a pure intellectual faculty elevated 
“above the confideration of any fex, and equally 


concern’d 
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eoncem?d in the welfare of the whole rational fpe- 
cies in general and in particular. Jo this Fudge 
we leave our caufe; by the decifion of this we are 
prepared to ftand or fall; and tf; upon the evi- 
dence of truth, reafon fhould declare us inferior to 
Men, we will chearfully acquiefce to the fentence. 
But what if we obtain a decree in our favour, up- 
on impartial examination? Why then all the au- 
thority, which the Men have exerted over us hither- 


to, will appear an unjuft ufurpation on their fide; 


for which nothing can make a tolerable atonement; 
but their reftoring us to the flate of equality aature 
firlt placed us in, And till they do That, the fan- 
cied wrongs they charge upon our whole fex, tho’ 
but applicable (éf at all) to a very fmall number 
among us, whom I don’t pretend to juftify, can 
only be looked upon as very moderate reprifals up- 
on theirs. 

To fet this whole matter then in as clear a light 
as poffible, it will be neceffary to clear our ideas 
from all that is hudd{ed and confufed, by feparating 
the fictitious from the real, the obfcure from the 
evident, the falfe from the true, fuppofition from 
matter of fact, feemings from entities, practice 
from principle, belief from knowledge, doubt from 
certainty,—and intere? and prejudice from juftice and 
found judgment. To this end therefore we mutt 
examin, in order, what are the general notions 
which the Aden entertain of our fex; on what 
grounds they build their opinions; and what are 
the effects to us and to themfelves of the treatment 
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we receive from them, in confequence of their pre- | 
fent opinion. In the courfe of this little treatife, 
I hhall alfo occafionally examin, whether there be 
any effential difference between the fexes which 
can authorize the /uperiority the Men claim over 
the Women; and what are the caufes of, and who 
are accountable for, the feeming difference which 
makes the fum of their plea. And if, upon ma- 
ture confideration, it appears that there is no other 
difference between Men and Us chan what their 
tyrany has created ; it will then appear, how unjuft 
they are in excluding us from that power and dig- 
nity we have a right to fhare with them; how. un- 
generous in denying us the equality of efteem, 
which is our due 3 and, how little reafon they have 
to triumph in the bafe poffeffion of an authority, 
which unnatural violence and lawlefs ufurpation 
put into their Hands. Then let them juttify, if 
they can, the little meanneffes, not to mention the 
groffer barbarities, which they daily practife to- 
wards that part of the creation, whofe happinefs is 
{9 infeparably link’d with their own. 
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CHAP. i. 


In what efteem the Women are » beld by the 
nee, _ how sy 


AS every individual Man to divulge his 
thoughts of our fex ; ; they would all be 
found unanimous in thinking, that we are made 
only for their ufe, that we are fit only to breed and 
nurfe children in their tender years, to mind houfe- 
_ hold affairs, and to obey, ferve and pleafe our 
matters, themfelves forfooth. All this is very fine, 
and, amidft a feraglio of flaves, could not but 
found mighty big from a muffulman’s mouth. 
Yet I cannot help thinking it of a ftamp with all 
thofe fantaftical expreffions which are more eafily 
advanced than proved. | 
Men feem to conclude, that all other creatures 
were made for them, becaufe they themfelves were 
-not created till all were in readinefs for them. How 
far this reafoning will hold good, I will not take 
upon me to fay. But if it has any weight at all; I 
am fure it muft rather prove, that the Men were 
made for our ufe than we for their’s, That the 
province of breeding children belongs folely to us, 
is as certain as that the office of getting them is 
wholly their’s. And if the latter entitles them to 
_any degree of public efteem and refpe&, furely 
the former entitles us to an equal fhare of both s 
| C2 fince 
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fince the immediate concurrence of both is fo effen- 
tially neceffary for the propagation of human na- 
ture, that either without the other would be en- 
tirely ufelefs. Where then is the reafon for under- 
rating us, or claiming a fuperiority over us, for an 
office in life, in which they bear fo equal a propor- 
tion with us? It is too well known to be dif- 
fembled, that the office of nurfing children is held 
by the Mex in a defpicable light, as fomething low 
and degrading. Whereas had they nature for their 
guide ; they would not need to be told, that there 
is no employment in a common-wealth which de- 
ferves more honour, or greater thanks.and rewards, 
Let it but be confider’d, what are the advantages 
accruing to mankind from it ; and it’s merit muft 
ftand immediately confeft. Nay, I know not 
whether it may not appear to render Women deferv~ 
ing the firft places in civil fociety. 

Why, or to what end, do the individuals of hu- 
man fpecies affociate together, but for the better 
prefervation of life and the peaceable enjoyment 
of every thing conducive to that purpofe? Do not 
fuch then as contribute the moft to thefe public 
advantages deferve the greateft fhare of public 
efteem? And whoare thefe but the Women, in the 
generous difinterefted employ of nurfing the Men 
in their infancy? 

It is from this principle that princes are confi- 
der°d as the chief perfons in the ftate,-and in quali- 
+y of fauch receive the firft honours of it, becaufe | 
wad are at leaft fappoted to have the pact fhare 
| of 
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of toil, care and forefight for. the profperity of 
the public weal: So in proportion we pay more or 
lefs of that refpect to fuch as are under him ata 
lefler or greater diftance from him, becaufe the 
nearer or farther off they are from fharing with him . 
in the fatigues of ferving the public, the more or 
lefs ufeful to fociety they muft be confider’d. . For. 
the fame reafon, we are apt to prefer foldiers to 
gown{-men ; becaufe they are fuppofed to ftand as 
a bulwark between us and our enemies. And all 
mankind give to perfons fuch a degree of refpect . 
as they fuppofe them to merit by being ufeful. 
And fince this is the cafe throughout life, are not 
the Women, by the very fame rule, entitled to the 
greateft fhare in public efteem, who are incompa- 
rably the greateft contributors to the public good ? 
Men can abfolutely difpenfe with princes, mer- 
chants, foldiers, lawyers, &%c. as they did in the 
beginning of time, and as .favages do ftill. But 
can they in their infancy do without nurfes? And 
fince they themfelves are too aukward for that im- 
portant office, are, not Women indifpenfably want- 
ed? Ina peaceful, orderly ftate, the major part of 
Men are ufelefs in their office, with all their autho- 
rity. But Women will never ceafe to be ufeful, 
while there are Men, and thofe Men have chil- 
dren. Of what other ufe are Judges, Magiftrates 
and their dependent officers in the execution of 
juftice, any more than to fecure their property to 
perfons, wha,. if they were not forbidden, wou'd 
perhaps be able to do themfelves juftice in a more 

exact 
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exact and expeditious manner? But Women, more 
truly ufeful, are employ’d in preferving their lives 
to enjoy that property. Soldiers are efteem’d and 
rewarded becaufe engaged in defending full-grown 
Men, who are equally and often more capable of 
defending themfelves. How much more then is 
our fex worthy their efteem and gratitude, who la- 
bour in their defence, when as yet they know not 
what they are, are unable to diftinguifh between 
friends and foes, and are naked of every defence 
but that of tears! If princes and ftatefmen fome- 
times exert themfelves in the fervice of the public; 
ambition is their motive, and power, riches, or 
fplendor, the point in view. But our more ge- 
nerous fouls are bias’d only by the good we do to 
the children we breed and nurfe: daily experience 
reminding us, that all the gratification we can hope 
for from the unnatural creatures, for the almoft in- 
finite pains, anxieties, care and affiduities to which 
we fubyect ourfelves on their account, and which 
cannot be matched in arly other ftate of civil fociety, 
is ungrateful treatment of our perfons, and the bafeft 
contempt of our fex in general. Such the generous 
offices we do them: fuch the ungenerous returns 
they make us. 

Surely then nothing but a corrupt imagination 
can make Men look upon an office of fuch high 
importance to them as mean and contemptible, or 
as lefs valuable than it really is, How largely are 
they rewarded who fucceed in taming a tyger, an 
elephant, or fuch like animals and fhall Womep 


be 
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be neglected for fpending years in.the taming that 
fiercer animal Maw? If the fource of this unjuft 
partiality be examin’d into; we fhall find, that the 
only true caufe, why thefe important fervices done 
by our fex have fo little value fet upon them, is 
their being fo frequent and ufual. 

However, as the pleafure, which the generofity of 
our fex makes us take in that office, is fufficient to 
make us difcharge ourfelves of it with the utmoft 
tendernefs, without any view of reward; I do not 
here mean to complain of our receiving none.. I 
wou’d only beg leave to fay, that our being fo 
much more capable than the male kind to execute 
that office well, no ways proves us unqualified to 
execute any other. Indeed, the Men themfelves 
feem tacitly agreed to acknowledge as much: but 
then, according to their wonted difintereftednefs, 
they are ftill for confining all our other talents to 
the pleafant limits of obeying, ferving and pleafing 
our mafters, That they are our mafters, they take 
for granted ; but by what title they are fo, not one 
of them is able to make out. And yet fo univer- 
fally received is this notion among them, that it 
every where prevails, from the prince to the pea- 
fant. Nay, I myfelf was accidentally witnefs to the 
diverting fcene of a journeyman taylor’s beating his 
wife about the ears with a neck of mutton, to make 
her know, as he faid, her fovereign lord and mafter. 
And yet this, perhaps, -is as {trong an argument as 
the beft of their fex is able to produce, “tho? con- 
vey’d in a greafy light. 

But 
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- But be this as it may, whether nature defign’d 
them for our mafters or not, if their injunétions 
were the fober diCtates of found reafon, we fhou’d 
find the yoke of obedience an agreeable weight ; 
fince obeying them we fhou’d but fubmit our will. 
to reafon, and act like thofe intelligent beings we 
know ourfelves to be. And that, generally fpeak- 
ing, the Women are more inclined fo to do than the 
Men, where every circumftance is parallel, is too 
well known to admit of a doubt. But then ie 
woud be putting ourfelves upon the level with 
brutes, to defcend to a compliance with the gene- 
rality of their commands; fince That alone wou’d 
fuffice to degrade us, and render us as defpicable as 
the upright unfeather’d animals who lay them Up. 
on us. 

Mafters then, or not mafters, they have but one ° 
of thefe two means to chufe in exerting their pre- 
tended authority: Either let them, as ufual, fuit 
their commands to their paffons, in oppofition to 
reafon ; and then none but Women, as irrational as 
themfelves, will obey them, a pre-eminence which 
no Woman of fenfe will envy them: Or let reafon~ 
fpeak in their orders, and all Women of fenfe will 
liften to it; tho’ the Men fhou’d tickle themfelves 
with the notion, that our obedience is pas to 
them. 

‘Were the Men to make choice of the latter, we 
wou'd indulge them the innocent liberty of fancy- 
ing themfelves mafters, while we, pleafed with 
fecing all the authority placed in rea/on, where it 

I fhou’d 
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fhould be, muft know that each fex wou’d have the 
privilege of conveying it’s influences to the other 
in their turns: And if Adan had fteadinefs enough to 
conform all his injunétions to Woman to the dic- 
tates of reafon; the fame fteadinefs wou’d induce 
him to yield to thofe dictates when Woman was the 
means of conveying them. No matter by what 
mouth reafon {peaks : If Men were ftriftly attach’d 
to it;. whether we or themfelves were the vehicles 
of it’s influence, we fhou’d on both fides be equally 
determin’d by it. But the cafe is at prefent quite 
otherwife. The Men, who cannot deny us to be 
rational creatures, wou’d have us juftify their irra- 
tional opinion and treatment of us, by our defcending 
to a mean compliance with their irrational expecta- 
tions. But I hope, while Women have any fpirit 
left, they will exert it all, in fhewing how worthy 
they are of better ufage, by not fubmitting tamely 


- to fuch mifplaced arrogance. 


. To ftoop to fome regard for the ftrutting things 


~ % not enough ;:to humour them more than we 
.cou’d children, with any tolerable decency, is too 


little ; they muft be ferved forfooth, Pretty crea- 


tures indeed! How worthy do they appear of this 


boafted pre-eminence: To exact a fervitude they 
want the courage themfelves to fubmit to, from 
thofe whom their vanity ftigmatizes with the cha- 
racter of weaker veffels ; and to require Us to be 
their drudges, whom they are forced to court and 
decoy into their power by the moft pitiful cringes ! 
Upon what title do they build their claim to our 
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fervices, greater than we can fhew to theirs? Have 
they half fo plaufible a plea over Us, as over thofe 
haplefs Savages, whofe unfufpecting innocence hag 
robb’d them of the power of guarding againft un- 
natural violence and inyuftice ? Are not the gene- 
rality of our fex, when weak enough to yield 
eurfelves, in pity to their fawning, affected defpair, 


4 prey to their diffimulation, made the dupes of | 
eur credulous good-nature and innocence? Where 


is there a Woman, who having generoully trufted 
her liberty with a hufband, does not immediately 
find the fpaxiel metamorphofed into a tyger, or has 
not feafon to envy the leffer mifery of a bond-flave 
to a mercilefs tyrant ? 

If brutal ftrength, in which we acknowledge 
eheir pre-eminence, is a fufficient plea, for their 
trampling upon Us; the lion has a much better 
title over the whole creation. But that is a more 
generous kind of brute than thofe we are {peaking 
of, though not quite fo fierce and ungovernable ; 
and therefore {corns to exert it’s ftrength, where 
it finds too great a difproportion in even an 
adverfary. 

I allow indeed, we ought to make it part of owe 
bufinefs to pleafe the poor thiags, if the attempt 
were likely to fucceed. It would be quite barbarous 
to let a child cry, if a rattle would keep it quiet, 
But the misfortune is, that it is a ftudy for life ta 
find out a means of pleafing thefe greater, more 
ftubborn brats. I have heard, it 1s a vulgar pro- 
verb, that the Devil is goed-lumour’d suben be is 

I pkeafed, 
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pizafed, and if this proverb, like others, be founded 
“On experience, it is a proof, the Devil can be 
pleafed fometimes. I wifh as good an argument 
cou’d be brought to prove that the Mea can ever be 
_ fo. But fuch is the fantaftical compofition of 

their nature, that the more pains is taken in endes- 
‘wouring to pleafe them, the lefs, generally fpeaking, 


. _ is.the labour like to prove fuccefsful; or if ever it 


does; the reward never pays the expence. And 
farely the Women were created by Heaven for 
fome better end than to labour in vain their whole 
life long. 

I forefee it may be urged, that we cannot be faid 

to fpend our lives in vain, while we are anfwering 
the end of our creation: And as we were created 
for no other end than. for the Afes's ufe, our only 
bufinels is to be fubjedt to, and pleafe them: Nei- 
ther fhall we be anfwerable for neglefting every 
thing elfe, becaufe God has not given us a capacity 
for more. But this muft appear, frem what I have 
already faid and thal! hereafter more fully thew, beg- 
ging the queftion ; and fhppofing what fhow’d, but 
cannot be proved. 

There are fome however more condefcending, 
and gracious enough to confefs, chat many Women 
have wit and conduét ; bur yet they are of opinion, 
that even fuch of ws.as are moft remarkable for ei- 
ther or both, fil betray fomething which {peaks 
the imbecillity of our fex. Stale, thnoad-bare no- 
tions, which long fince funk with. ther own 
weight ; and the extreme weaknels of which feem’d 
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condemn to perpetual oblivion; till an ingenious 
writer, for want of fomething better to employ his 
_pen about, was pleafed lately to revive themi in one 
of the weekly * papers, left this age fhould be ig- 


norant what fools there have been among his {ex in 


former ones. 

To give us a fample then of the wifdom of his 
fex, he tells:us, that it was always the opinion of 
the wifeft among them, that Women are never to 
be indulged the {weets of liberty ; but ought to pafs 
their whole lives in a ftate of fubordination to the- 
Men, and in an abfolute dependance upon them. 
_ And the reafon affign’d for fo extravagant an affer- 
tion, is our not having a fufficient capacity to go- 
_vern ourfelves. It muft be obferved, that fo bold. 
atenet ought ta have better proofs to fupport it 
. than the bare word of the perfons who advance it ; 
as their being parties fo immediately concern’d, 
muft render all they fay of this kind highly fufpeé. 
.However, fince we are as fufpect on that account as 
they are, it muft be to as litcle purpofe for us to de- 
ny it; unlefs ic be to put them upon the proof, 
_ And doubtlefs, creatures of fuch profound wifdom 
_as.thefe Men are, if we take their awn word, wou’d 
never attempt to affert any thing fo pofitively, with- 
_ out being able to back it with the beft of proofs. 
Let us fee then upon what grounds they build thefe 


'. extravagant notions of our fex, and how far they | 


- will ftand the teft of ¢ruth and reafon ; that we may 
give into their opinion or reject it. 
* Commoa-Senfe. September I, 1739. 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. UL 


Whether Women are inferior to Men in their 
intelleual capacity, or not. 


N the firft place then, according to them, «the — 

“¢ preateft part of our fex have but fhort, 

‘© lucid intervals ; but fudden flafhes of reafon 
‘¢ which vanifh in a minute; we have a re- 
‘© femblance of that planet, which is dark of itfelf 
*¢ and. only fhines by borrow’d light; our 
‘© wit has but a falfe luftre, more fit to furprize 
‘¢ admiration than deferve it ; ——~ we are enemies 
“* to reflection ;——- the majority of us only reafon at 
‘< hazard, think by fallies, and difcourfe by rote.” 
A heavy charge this, to be laid againft the majori- 
ty of Women. . But granting it, for argument’s 
fake, to be literally true, is it not as. undeniably 
true, that the very fame charge may be equally re- 
torted on the majority of Men? And yet would 
they not triumphantly alledge it as a proof of our 
weak fenfe, were we wifely to conclude, in their 
way, that therefore all the Men ought to be per- 
| petually under guardianfhip to Us? A little expe- 
rience is fufficient to demonftrate how much fitter 
we are to be guardians over them, than they.are to 
‘be fuch over us. Every young maiden is qualified 
to be the miftrefs and manager of a family, at an 

' age when: the Men are fcarce fufceptible of the 


precepts 
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precepts of a mafter. And the only fure expedient 
to reclaim a young fellow from his excefies and 
render him ufeful to fociety, is to give him for 
guardians a Wife, who may reform him by her ex- 
ample, moderate his paffions by her prudence, and 
win him from his debaucheries by her engaging 
behaviour. | 


So far then are the Aden. from proving their prin- 


ciple by practice, where their intereft is concern’d, 
that, when their own profound wifdom is too weak 
to curb the more unruly among them, they have no 
other recourfe than to fheleer them under our tute- 
Jage: Thus contradicting in- fad, what they ad- 
vance in words. But is it not the fear of making us 
too proud of ourfelves, which makes them contend, 
that we have neither folidity nor conftancy, much 
lefs thet depth of jadgment which they very hum- 
‘bly afcribe v0 themfelves? Wherefore elfe do they 
fo wikly. conclude, that it muft abfolately have 


been a joint effect of divine providence and. their _ 


own sovereign fenfe, which debarr’d us of fciences, 
government, and pudke offces ? 
"Whether there be any folidity in this, will beft 
appear uporf an unprejudiced examination... To 
ao then, whether the Women are lefs capable of 
the {cienoes than the Ades or not, we omit confider 
what as the-préaciple by which fciences are attain’d ; 
and if That be wanting m amen, or icis perfec, 
there will be no more required to demonftrate that 


the Men are in the right. But f chat principle 
fhould appear to be 2s perfec in the ase as x is in 


the 
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the other, then there will be great reafon to fulpec 
the Men of jealexfy ; and it cannot be rafh to fay, 
that their only reafon for locking up from us all the 
avenues to knowledge, is the fear of our excelling 
them in it. 

It is a known truth, that the difference of fexea 
regards only the body, and That merely as it re- 
lates to the propagation of human nature. But the 
foul, concurring to it only by confent, adtuates all 
after the fame manner; fo that in ébis there is ne 
fex at all. There is no more difference to be dif- 

cern’d between the fouls of a dunce, and a man of 
wit, or of an iliterate perfon and an experienced 
one, than between a boy of four and a man of forty 
years of age. And fince there is not at moft any 
greater difference between the fouls of Women and 
Men, there can be no real diverfity contracted from 
the body: All the diverfirty then muft come from — 
education, exercife and the impreffions of thofe exter- 
nal objects which furround us in oo Cir- : 
cumftances. 

The fame Creator, by the fame laws, unites the 
fouls of Women and Men to their refpective bodies. 
The fame fentimests, paffions and propenfions, 
cement that union in both. And the foul, operating, 
in the fame manner in the one and the other, is ca- 
pable of the very fame functions in both. | 

To render this fill more evident, we need only 
conGider the texture of the head, the feat of the 
fciences and the part where the foul exerts itfelf 
moft. All the refearches of Anatomy, have not 

| yet 
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yet been able to fhew us the Jeaft difference in this 
part between Men and Women. Our brain is per- 
feftly like theirs; we receive the impreffions of 
fenfe as they do; we martial and preferve ideas for 
imagination and memory as they do, and we have 
all the organs they have and apply them to the 
fame purpofes as they do. We hear with ears, 
fee with eyes and tafte with a tongue as well as 
they. Nor can there be any difference pointed out 
between any of our organs and theirs, but that ours 
are more delicate and confequently fitter to anfwer 
the ends they were made for, than theirs. 

_ Even among the Men it is univerfally obferv’d, 
that the more grofs and lumpifh are commonly 
' ftupid; and the more delicate, are on the other 
hand, ever the moft fprightly. The reafon is plain: 
The foul, while confined to the body, .is depen- 
dent on it’s organs in all it’s operations ; and there- 
fore the more free or cloge’d thofe organs are, the 
more or lefs muft the foul be at liberty to exert it- 
felf. Now it is too well known to need any fup- 
port, that the organs in our fex are of a much 
finer and more delicate temperature than in theirs; 
and therefore, had we the fame advantages of ftudy 
allow’d us which the Men have, there is no room 
to doubt but we fhould at leaft keep pace with them 
in the /céences and every ufeful knowledge. 

It can only then be a mean daftardly jealoufy in 
them to exclude us from thofe advantages, in 
which we have fo natural a right to emulate them. 
Their pretext for fo doing, that ftudy and learning 
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wou'd make Women proud and vicious, is pitiful, . 
capricious, and of a piece with their practice. No: 
falfe knowledge, and fuperficial learning only can 
»produce fo bad an effect. For true knowledge, and 
-folid learning muft, cannot but, make Women, as 
well as Men, both more humble and more vir- 
tuous. And it muft be own’d, that ifa little fuper- 
ficial knowledge has render’d fome of our fex vain ; 
it equally renders many of theirs infupportable. 
But that is no reafon, why folid learning fhould be 
denied, or not inftil’d into, either; rather ought 
the greater pains to be taken to improve, in both, 
every difpofition to the fciences, into a true relifh 
for, and a deep knowledge of, them ; according to 
the advice of one of their brighteft writers, as ap- 
plicable to any fcience as to poetry : | 


MA little learning is a dangerous thing ; 
Drink deep, or tafte not the Pierian fpring : 
\ fi bere foallow draughts intoxicate the brain, 

° And drinking large Jobers us again. 


It is a common received notion that mankind 
need not be knowing fo be virtuous: Which pro- 
ceeds from this, that we fee many perfons, who are 
reputed men of fenfe, of very immoral characters : 
And therefore is it falfely concluded, that know- 
ledge i is not only unprofitable in itfelf to virtue, but 
even frequently deftructive to it: Whereas it wou’d 
be no arduous tafk to prove, that the knowledge of 
ourfelves and many other things is highly requifite 
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to corroborate our perfuafion of our moral obliga- 
tions, Since the chief reafon which is to be af- 
. fign’d for fo.many perfons falling into vice and fol- 
ly fo precipitately, or practifing virtue fo faintly, is 
their being ignorant of themfelves, and the objects 
which ftrike them: And how fhall they remove 
this ignorance but by /cence and fiudy ? 
If then there have been fome of our fex fo affect- 
ed with their learning as to become afluming ; their 
fault carries it’s excufe with it. Either they have 
been fuch as had not drank deep enough to Jearn to 
be humble: Or the uncommonnefs of this advan- 
tage in our fex, and the difficulties they muft have 
furmounted who have attain’d to it, will apologize 
for the little vanity they may have fhewn. As a 
perfon of low rank, whofe merit and induftry have 
raifed him to an unufual eminence, may be excufed, 


if, feeing himfelf advanc’d above the fphere of his 


equals, he fhou’d be feized with fome degree of 
giddinefs. Befides that, if it be a fault, as it’s 
wanting an apology proves it to be, it is a fault 
which the Men themfelves daily fall into. And yet 
neither in the Men nor in the Women ought it to 
be imputed, as a blemifh, to the /ciences they may 


poffefs. The real-caufe of it is, that they who are 


verfed in any fcience look upon themfelves as_pof- 
feft of fomething, which is a myftery to the gene- 
rality of the World. But Jet the matter be how 
it will, it is more than probable, that, fince the 
_vanity of the leasned Afex greatly furpafies that of 


“she learned of our fex, as appears from the fr@hy | 


titles 
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titles the former arrogate to themfelves: If Women 
were admitted to an equal fhare of the fciences, and 
the advantages leading to, and flowing from, them ; 
they wou’d be much lefs fubject to the vanity, they 
are apt to occafion. 
_ It is a very great abfurdity, to argue that learn- 
ing is ufelefs <o Women, becaufe forfooth they have 
not a fhare in public offices, which is the end for 
which Aden apply themfelves to it. Virtue and Fe- 
_ Keity are equally requifite in a private, ‘as well as in 
a public ftation, and /earning is a necefflary means to 
both. It is by that we acquire an exactnefs of 
thought, a propriety of {peech, and a juftnefs of 
a€tions; Witnout that we can never have a right 
knoyv. iédge of ourfelves: It is that which enables us 
to diftinguifh between right and wrong, true and 
falfe: And finally, that alone can give us fkill to 
tegulate our paffions, by teaching us, that true hap- 
pinefs and virtue confift not fo much in enlarging 
our poffeffions as in contracting our defires. 

Befides let it be obferved, what a wretched circle 
this poor way of reafoning among the Men draws 
them infenfibly into. Why is /earning ufelefs to us ? 
Becaufe we have no fhare in public offices, And 
why have we no fhare in public offices ? Becaufe we 
have no learning. ‘They are fenfible of the injuftice 
they do us, and are reduced to the mean fhift 
of cloaking it at the expence of their own rea- 
fon. But Jet truth fpeak for once: Why are 
they fo induftrious to debar us that learning, we - 
- have. an equal right to with themfelves, but fort 
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fear of our fharing with, and outfhining them in, 
thofe public offices they fill fo miferably ? The fame 
fordid felfifhnefs whiel urged them to engrofs all 
power and dignity to themfelves, prompted them to 
fhut up from us that knowledge which wou’d have 
made us their competitors. 


As nature feems to have defign’d the Men for 


our drudges, I cou’d eafily forgive them the ufur- 
paticn by which they firft took the trouble of pubiic 
employments Off our hands, if their injuftice were 


content with ftopping there. But as one aby{s calls — 


on another, and vices feldom go fingle, they are 
not fatisfied with engroffing all authority into their 
own hands, but are confident enough to affert that 
they poffefs it by right. Their reafon for this affer- 
tion: is what I have already hinted, becaufe we 
were form’d by nature to be under perpetual fub- 


jection to them, for want of Abilities to fhare with 
them in government and public offices. To confute 


this manni/b extravagance, it will be neceffary to 
fap it from the foundation on which it is built. 





; 
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CHAP. IV. 


Whether the Men are better qualified to govern 
than Women, or not. 


F you are doting enough to hold upon truft 
‘what the Men themfelves fay, you are to take it 
for granted, that Women are fuch fenfelefs mortals - 
by nature, as to be abfolutely incapable of taking 
the leaft care of themfelves. ‘* It is therefore, fay 
“< they, a cruel tendernefs, a falfe complaifance, to 
‘© abandon the fair-fex to their own conduct. The 
‘© more they are made to pleafe and charm, the 
“¢ more it imports them to fly from thofe dangers, 
_ © to which they are expofed by being fo.” A 
plain proof of their fpeaking from their hearts is 
their imagining us weak enough to be wheedled out 
of our liberty and property, by fuch jingling empty 
ftuff. “But where have they proved that we are not 

as capable of guarding ourfelves from dangers, as 
they are of guarding us; had we the fame power 
and advantages allow’d us, which they have? Again, 
are we fafer under their conduét than our own? Is 
it not manifeftly launching from Scyl/a to Charybdis, 
to fly to their protection from danger? There is 
{fcarce an inftance in a million among Women, of 
one Woman of a middling capacity, who does not, 
or would not, govern herfelf better than moft Mex 
in 
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in parallel cireumftances, if the circumvention, trea- 
chery, and bafenefs of that fex did not interfere. 
Whereas for one Woman whois better’d in under- 
ftanding or morality under their tuition, many 
millions are betray’d into inevitable ruin. As this 
is undeniable matter of fact, it needs no proofs to 
fupport it. Neither will it bear retorting upon us, 
For granting fome few Men to have fuffer’d by 
petticoat-govérnment, the number is extremely 
fmall in proportion. And were it equal; the Wa- 
men’s conduc in this cafe is to be charged wholly 
to the AZen’s account, who robb’d them of thofe 
advantages of education, which wou’d have enabled 
them to act better; which they were fufceptible 
of ; and which they had a natural right to. The 
. fame apology cannot be made for the Men’s mif- 
conduct in governing us: They have all the ad- 
vantages requifite to qualify them; and, if, fpite 


of all, we are worfe under their government than — 


under our own; the confequence {peaks itfelf, that 
either they have a natural want of capacity, or want 


of honefty. They are at liberty to chufe which 
imputation pleafes them beft: Tho’ without judg- 
ing rafhly, I might venture to fay, they have a right 
to both. If they imagin they can elude the force 
of this truth, by faying that the Aden, whom this 
accufation regards, have not made ufe of the ad- 
vantages which their fex in general has, and theree 
fore might as well have been without them ; that 
no ways leffens the truth of what ] have advanced 5 
that moft Womes are min’d, inftead of being im- 
proved 
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proved in heart or mind under the conduct of the 
Men. And therefore, fince we are at moft in no 
greater fafety-under their government than. our own, 
there can be.no {folid:reafon affign’d why we.fhou’d 
be fubject to it. 
But .it feems we are already .condemn’d to it by 
a judge of their own-erecting, a blubbering dotard, 
too-conceited of his own fenfe, to be improved .by 
that of -his wife; Cate, the wife Cate, who grown 
obftinate in wrong by age and humour'd prejudice, 
chofe rather to die a fool of his own making, than 
live a man of fenfe by a wife’s advice: This Cafo 
has pronounced fentence againft us. And {fo difine 
terefted a judge, we cannot furely except again fa 
Let us hear then what this oracle fays. 
ss Let us treat Women as our equals, ( /eys be) 
“< and they will mmediately want to become our 
“ miftreffes.” *T is Cato fays it; and therefore, it 
feems, there needs no proof. Befides, to oblige men 
to nrowe all they advance by reafon, wou'd be impo- 
fing filence upon them ; aprievance to which they are 
perhaps full as unequal as they pretend we are, But 
granting Coto to be infallible in his affernons, what 
then ?. Have not Women. as much right to be mi- 
Rrefies, as the Mex have to be mafters? No, fays 
Cato. But-why? Becaufe they bave not. Such con- 
vincing arguments muft make us fond of hearing him 
farther. <* If we make the Women our equals, (adds 
** be) they will demand that to-morrow as.a tribate, 
‘* which they receive to-day as a grace.” - But 
where is the ‘grace in granting us a share: in- what 
| , we 
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we have an equal right to? Have not the Women 
an equal claim to power and dignity with the Afen ? 
If we have; the wife Cato nods: if we have not; 
Cato wou’d have been wife indeed, to convince us of 
it. But fuppofing it to be a favour, a grace, what 
he pleafes to call it; wou’d not the Men reap the 
chief benefit of it? The referve peculiar to our fex 
proves, that knowing how to curb ourfelves, we are 
qualified to govern them; and the meeknefs and 
tendernefs, which make part of our charatteriftic, are 
_fufficient to perfuade them that our yoke wou’d not 
be heavy. But no, fays Cato, ** we may thank 
‘¢ ourfelves for that fweetnefs and referve which 
«* they fhew in our prefence. —— This fhadow of 
¢¢ virtue is owing to the neceflity we impofe upon 
s¢ chem of diffembling.” Then Caso is forced at 
laft to’ own that the fubjection we are kept under, by 
that arrogant fex, is the effect of violence and im- 
pofition ? This he does to compliment his own fex 
with attributing all our merit to them. A forry 
compliment, confidering the ungrateful truth it ex- 
torts from him. And yet how againft the grain 
does he own any merit in us! No, we have but 
the fhadow of virtue, and all their impofitions and 
violence can only induce us to diffemble. Is not 
this calling all his own fex fools? For furely no- 
thing can be a greater proof of folly in the Men 


than to ufe violence and impofition, and to take - 


perpetual pains to fupport both, only to make us 
act with affectation ; when much lefs labour wou’d 
make us fhew ourfelves in a more natural light: 


Efpecially 
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Efpecially fince it is impoffible ever to govern fub- 
jects rightly, without knowing as well what they 
really are as what they only feem ; which the Men 
can never be fuppofed to do, while they labour to 
force Women to live in conftant mafquerade. - So 
that either all the Aden are downright changelings, 
by Cato’s own confeflion, or this mighty oracle 
himfelf is a driveler, and to be heeded by none but 
fuch. 

I fhou’d not myfelf have thought him worth fo 
much notice as I have here taken of him, but that 
the Men are weak enough in general, to fuffer their 
fenfe to be led away captive by fuch half:thinking 
retailers of fentences, Among whom, This in par- 
ticular, was he worth the pains, might be eafily 
proved to have been often grofly in the wrong in 
other matters as well as in the prefent cafe ; and there- 
fore, when he happens to be in the right, the merit of 
it is more to be imputed to blind chance than to his 
wifdom: Since the greateft fools, when active, 
may blunder into the right fometimes : And great 
talkers, among many abfurdities, muft here and there 
drop a good faying, when they leaft defign it. Of 
this ftamp, are the generality of evidence brought 
apainft us. Men averfed to the labour of think- 
ing; who find reafon a drudgery, and therefore, 
rather chufe to proftitute than wed it; who have 
gain’d all their reputation by a pretty gimnefs of 
expreffions, which wou’d no more bear examination 
than their heads, their hearts, or their faces; and 
who (to mimic this fage) wou’d rather fee common- 


F fenfe 


fenfe in confufion, than @ word mifplaced in one of 
their fentences. Yet thefe are fages among the Men, 
and their fentences are fo many divine oracles ; 
whereas perhaps, had we lived in their own times, 
to have heard the many more foolifh things they 
faid than fenfible ones, we fhou’d have found them 
as oaffifh as the dupes who revere them. And 
tho’ perhaps we might have been more furprized to 
hear fuch dotards talk fometimes rationally, than 
we now are, to read their fayings; we fhou’d have 
had reafon ftill to think them more fit to extort 
our admiration than deferve it. Care has been 
taken to hand down to us the beft of their fenten- 


ces, many of which are ftill weak enough: But had - 


the fame care been taken to regifter all their abfur- 
dities ; how great a fhare of their prefent applaufe 
wou’d they have loft! As the infidel obferved to the 
prieft of Neptune, when proving the god’s divinity 
from the trophies in his temple. 


"Tis true their pictures who efcaped you keep, 
But where are they who perifh’d in the deep ? 
'  GaRTH, 


But we have a more formidable fet of enemies 
than thefe laconic gentlemen ; M@en-who pretend to 
build their affertions upon very good grounds, and 
who wou'd fcorn, fay they, to exclude us from 
power, dignity and public offices, if they cou’d 
_ not fhew us the beft of reafons. It will be proper 
therefore to hear their reafons, before we undertake 
to fay they are in the wrong. 

CHAP 


| 
Pe e 
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CHAP. V. 


Whether the Woman are fit for public Offices, 
or not. 


T is enough for the Men to find a thing efta- 

blifh’d to make them believe it well grounded. 
In all countries we are feen in fubjection and abfo- 
lute dependence on the Men, without being admit- 
ted to the advantages of fciences, or the opportu- 
nity of exerting our capacity in a public ftation. 
Hence the Men, according to their ufual talent of 
arguing from feemings, conclude that we ought to 
be fo. But. fuppofing it to be true, that Women 
had ever been excluded from publick offices, is it 
therefore neceffarily true that they ought to be fo? 
God has always been more or lefs refifted by un- 
grateful man, a fine conclufion it wou’d be then to 
infer that therefore he ought to be fo. 

But why do the Men perfuade themfelves that we 
are lefs fit for public employments than they are? 
Can they give any better reafon than cuftom and 
prejudice form’d in them by external appearances, 
for want of a clofer examination ? If they did but 
give themfelves the leifure to trace things back to 
their fountain-head, and judge cf the fentiments and 
practices of Men in former ages from what they , 
difcover in their own times, they wou’d not be fo 

F 2 : open 
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open as they are to errors and abfurdities in all theig 
opinions. And particularly with regard to. Women, 


they wou'd be able to fee that, if we have been fub- 


jected to their authority, it has been by no other _ 


Jaw than that of the ftronger: And that we have 
not been excluded from a fhare in the power and 
privileges which lift their fex above ours, for want 
of natural capacity, or merit, but for want of an 
equal fpirit of violence, fhamelefs injuftice, and 
Jawlefs oppreffion, with theirs. . 

Neverthelefs, fo weak are their intellectuals, and 
fo untuned are their organs to the voice of reafon, 
that cuftom makes more abfolute faves of their 
fenfes than they can make of ws. They are fo ac- 
cuftom’d to fee things as they now are, that they 
cannot reprefent to themfelves how they can be 


otherwife, It wou’d be extremely odd they think 


to fee a Woman at the head of an army giving bat- 
tle, or at the helm of a nation giving laws plead- 
ing caufes in quality of counfel ; adminiftring ju- 
{tice in a court of judicature , preceded in the ftreet 
with fword, mace, and other enfigns of authority, 
as magiftrates; or teaching rhetoric, medicine, 
philofophy, and divinity, in quality of univerfity 
profeffors. 

' If by oddity they underftand fomething in it’s 
Nature oppofite to the genuin unbias'd rules of 
sood-fenfe ; I believe the Men will find it a difficult 
tafk, to prove any oddity in fuch a fight, or any 
real inconfiftence in it with rectified reafon. For if 
Women are but confider'd as rational creatures, ab- 
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ftrafted from the difadvantages impofed upon them 
by the ‘unjuft ufurpation and tyranny of the Men, 
they will be found, to the full, as capable as the 
Mex, of filling thefe offices, 

I muft own indeed in this age, to fee a Woman, 
however well qualified, exert herfelf in any of thefe | 
employments, cou’d not but as greatly furprize us 
as to fee a man or woman dreft in the garb in 
vogue at the time of Queen Bet. And yet our 
wonder in either cafe wou’d be the fole effe& of 
novelty, or of the revival of an obfolete cuftom 
new to us. If from immemorable time the Mes 
had been fo little envious and fo very impartial as 
to do juftice to our talents, by admitting us to our 
fight of fharing with them in public action ; they 
wou’d have been as accuftom’d to fee us filling 
public offices, as we are to fee them difgrace them 5 
and to fee a lady ata bar, or ona bench, wou'd 
have been no more ftrange than it is now, to fee a 
prave judge whimpering at his maid’s knees or, 
a lord embroidering his wife’s petticoat: A Schar- 
(nan, with a thefis in her hand, difplaying nature in 
it’s moft innocent ufeful lights, wou’d have been as 
familiar a fight, as a Phyfician in his chariot, con- 
ning Ovid’s Art of Love: And an Amazon, with 
a helmet on her head, animating her embattled 
troops, wou’d have been no more a matter of fur- 
prize than a milliner behind a counter with a 
thimble on her finger; or than a peer of Great. 
Britain playing ‘with his garter. Not reafon 
then, byt error and ignorance cafed: in cuftom, 

: makes 
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makes thefe fuperficial creatures think it an unnatural 
fight. 

There are few nations, befide our own, which 
think Women capable of holding the {cepter ; but 
England has learn’d by repeated experience, how 
much happier a kingdom is, when under the pro- 
tection and rule of a Woman, than it can hope to 
be under the government of a Man. Matter of 
fact then plainly points out the abfurdity of the con- 
trary prejudice, How many ladies have there 
been, and ftill are, who deferve place among the 
learned ; and who are more capable of teaching the 
feiences than thofe who now fill moft of the univerfity 
chairs ? The age we live in has produced as many, 
as any one heretofore ; tho’ their modefty prevents 
their making any public fhew of it. And as our 
fex, when it applies to learning, may be faid at 
leaft to keep pace with the Men, fo are they more 
to be eftem’d for their learning than the latter: © 
Since they are under a neceffity of furmounting 
the foftnefs they were educated in; of renouncing 
the pleafure and indolence to which cruel cuftom 
feem’d to condemn them ; to overcome the external 
impediments in their way to ftudy ; and to conquer 
the difadvantageous notions, which the vulgar of 
both fexes entertain of learning in Women. And 
whether it be that thefe difficulties add any keen- 
nefs to a female underftanding, or that nature has | 
given to Woman a quicker more penetrating geni- 
us than to Man; it is felf-evident that many of our 
fex have far out-ftript the Men. Why then are 

we 
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we not as fit to learn and teach the fciences, at 
leaft to our own fex, as they fancy themfelves 
to be ? 





CHAP. VL 


W aacaid the Women are naturally capable if 
teaching Sciences, or not. 


F Rhetoric we muft be allow’d to be by na- 
ture defign’d miftreffes and models. £/o- 
quence is a talent fo natural and peculiar to Woman, 
that no one can difpute it her. Women can perfuade 
what they pleafe; and can dictate, defend, or di- 
ftinguifh between right and wrong, without the 
help of laws, There are few judges, who have not 
proved them the moft prevalent counfel ; and few 
pleaders, who have not experienced them to be the 
moft clear-headed equitable judges. When - 
men {peak on a fubject, they handle it with fo de- 
licate a touch, that the Men are forced to own they 
feel what the former fay. All the oratory of the 
{chools is not able to give the Men that eloquence 
and eafe of fpeech, which cofts us nothing. And 
that, which their mean envy call loquacity in us, 
is only a readinefs of ideas, and an eafe of delivery, 
which they in vain labour, for years, to attain to. 
With, 
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With what hefitation, confufion, and drudgery; 
do not the Men labour to bring forth their thoughts ? 
And when they do utter fomething tolerable ; with 
what infipid geftures, diftortions,; and grimaces, 
do they not murder the few good things they fay? 
Whereas, when a Woman fpeaks ; her air is gene- 
tally noble and preventing, her gefture free and 
‘full of dignity, her ation is decent, her words 
are eafy and infinuating, her ftile is pathetic and 
winning, and her voice melodious and tuned to her 
fubject. She can foar to a level with the higheft 
intelleét without bombaft, and, with a complacency 
natural to the delicacy of her ftame, defcend to the 
meaneft capacity without meannefs. What is there 
we are unfit to reafon upon, which does not offend 
againft decency? When we difcourfe of good or 
evil, it is well known we are capable of winning 
to the one and weaning from the other the moft 
obftinate Alen, if they have but minds fufceptible 
of reafon and argument: And that charafer of in- 
tegrity, which is imprinted on our countenances 
while we {peak, renders our power of perfuafion 
more prevalent. Sure then, if we are endow’d 
with a more communicative eloquence than they 
are, we mutt be at leaft as well qualified as they to 
teach the fciences ; and if we are not feen \n univer- 
fly chairs, it cannot be attributed to onr want of — 
capacity to fill them, but to that violence with 
which the Men fupport their unjuft intrafion into — 
our places; or at leaft to ow greater modefty 
and lefs degree of ambition. 

If 


' 
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If we were to apply to the Aw, we fhou'd fuc- 
ceed in it at leaft as well as the Men. ‘The natural 
talent we have undifputed, of explaining and un- 
raveling the moft knotty intricacies ; of ftating our, 
own and other people’s pretenfions ; of difcovering 
the grounds of a difpute,. with the means to fet it. 
right ; and of fetting engines to work to do ourfelves 
juftice, is fufficient to prove that, were we to fill 
the offices of counfel, judges, and magiftrates, we 
fhou’d fhew a capacity in bufinefs which very few 
Men can boaft of. But peace and juftice is our 
ftudy, and our pride is to make up thofe breaches. 
which the corruption of that fex renders them in- 
duftrious to make, 

' Our fex feems born to teach and practife phyfic ; 
to reftore health to the fick ; and topreferve it to the 
well. Neatnefs, handynefs, and compliance are 
one half of a patient’s cure; and in this the Men 
muft yield to us. Indeed in our turns we muft | 
yield to them in the art of inventing hard names ; 
and puzzling a cure with the number, as well as 
adding to a patient’s grievance with the coftlinefs, 
of remedies. But we can invent, and have in- 
vented, without the help of Galen, or Hippocrates, 
an infinity of reliefs for the fick, which they and 
their blind adherents cou’d neither improve nor 
difapprove. And an old woman's receipt, as it is 


term’d, has often been known to remove an inve- 


terate diftemper which has baffled the refearches of. 

a college of graduates. In a word, the obferva- 

tions made by Women in their practice, have been, 
| G | fo 


[ 42 ] 
fo exact, and built upon fuch folid reafon, as to 
fhew more than once the ufelefs pedantry of the 
major part of fchool fyftems. 

I hardly believe our fex wou’d fpend fo many 
years to fo little purpofe as thofe Men do, who call 
themfelves philofopbers ; were we to apply to the 
ftudy of nature. But I believe we cou’d point out 
a much fhorter road to the defired.end. We fhou’d 
{carcely do like fome Men who waite whole years 
(not to mention many of them who dwell for life) 
on mere Extia Rationis, fictitious trifles, no where 
to be found but in their own noddles. We fhou’d 
find more ufeful employments for our inquiries, 
than idly plodding to find out whether beyond the 
utmoft circumference of the univerfe there be any 
imaginary f{pace, and whether that infant of our 
own dream be infinite or finite: whether an atom 
be fplittable into infinite parts, or how a column 
of air upon a man’s head, reaching to the fky, 
fhall feel lefs heavy than a hob-nail. 

Were we to exprefs our conceptions of God, it 
wou’d never enter into the head of one of us 
to defcribe him as a venerable old man. No we 
have a more noble idea of him, than to compare 
him to any thing created. We conceive that there 
muft be a God, becaufe we are fenfible that neither 
we nor the objects which furround us can be the 
works of chance, or of felf-production. And as 
we daily fee that the fuccefs, which attends our un- 
dertakings, is fcarce ever the natural effect of the 
means we made ufe of to attain to it, we are 
| | convinced ” 
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convinced that the conduét of our affairs is not 


the confequence of our own prudence; and there- 


. fore conclude that it muft be the effect of a 


fuperior, general, providence. We fhou’d never 


take it into our heads to run divifions upon our 


own chimerical bypotbefes, and to fill a volume to 
anfwer an impoflible: as whether, if Man had not 
finn’d, the Son of God wou'd have died : or whether by 
fupernatural power a ftone coud be lifted to the beatific 
vifion. And yet we might without vanity afpire 
to being as able philofopbers or divines as the Men, 
perhaps better: If I underftand rightly the fenfe 
of thofe words. And furely philofopbers and divines 
according to the acceptation of the words, are fuch 
as are perfectly verfed in the fecrets of nature and 


myfteries of religion. If fo, as we know that the — 


chief fruit of all learning is a juft difcernment of | 


true from falfe, and of evidence from obfcurity, 
we are equally capable of both. And were we to 
aim at being both, we fhou’d make it our bufinefs 
to form as juft ideas of the divinity and it’s revela- 
tions as the weaknefs of human nature wou’d per- 


mit, and to trace nature up to it’s true fource in 
all it’s effects. And as we are fenfible that the 


knowledge of ourfelves and the objects about us, 
is abfolutely neceffary to render the aforemen- 
tion’d knowledges ufeful; we fhou’d, inftead of 
lofing time in the trifles, which engrofs the ftudies 
of the generality of male philofopbers, apply our- 
felves to the obfervation of ourfelves and the 
different objeé&ts which environ us, in order to 
| G 2 find 
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find out‘in what they relate to or differ from 
us; and by what applications they may be bene- 
ficial or obnoxious to us and to the end they 
were given us for. Might we not then by this 
means be both as learned pbilofopbers and as able 
divines as the Men ; as capable of being taught, 
and as fuccefsful in ‘teaching, at leaft, as they 
are ? 

Practice fufficiently fpeaks us no lefs chriftian 
than the Men: We receive the gofpel with re- 
verence and humility, and fubmit to it’s doctrines 
and precepts in a more exemplary manner than 
the generality of them. I own, fome of our fex 
have carried their worfhip to fuperftitious lengths ; 
but have not many of the Men done fo tao? 
And yet the /gtter are the moft culpable : Since 
the ignorance in which the former have been 
bred reflects all the reproach on the Mens them- 
felves, for not giving them the means to avoid 
fuperftition, Wherefore if their zeal has been in- 
difcreet, their intention has been good: And we may 
venture to affirm, from the eagernefs they fhew’d 
in embracing religion and cleaving fo clofe to it 
under all the difadvantages it appear’d to them 
in, they wou’d have as firmly adhered to true 
piety had they obtain’d a clearer light of it. 

' What fhou’d hinder us from regulating our 
minds by the faith and difciplin of Chrift and his 
church? If we lay’d the foundation of philofophy 
and fcholeftic divinity ; fhou’d we not be as able 
as the Men, in the progrefs of our ftudies, to 

under- 
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wnderftand, compare and interpret the holy fcrip- 
tures, the writings of the fathers and the facred 
canons ? Might we not qualify our minds and hearts 
to compofe religious works, to preach, to confute 
novelties, to regulate ourfelves and others, to re- 
move their fcruples, and to refolve cafes of con- 
fcience, as well as the moft learned cafuifts 
living ? 

Thus far I infift, there is no , feience or public 
office in a ftate, which Womex are not as much 
qualified for by nature as the ableft of Aen. 
With regard however to -divinity, our natural 
capacity has been reftrain’d by a pofitive law of 
God; and therefore we know better than to lay 
claim to what we cou’d not practife without 
facrilegious intrufion, Though, by the bye, let 
it be obferved that the bar which our Divine 
Saviour has put to our exercifing any religious 
functions, neither bars us from any other public 
offices, nor proves us unworthy or naturally in 
capable of exercifing even them. ‘That he for- 
bad us thofe functions proves us naturally apt 
for them. But why he forbad us, it would be 
prefumptuous to enquire. However if it is law- 
ful to reafon at all upon the divine precepts; we 
may affign a reafon, which carries it’s own pro- 
babiliry with it and rather redounds to the 


honour than difrepute of our fex. God undoubt- 
edly knew the general tendency of the Mf to 


impiety and irreligion; and therefore why might 
he not confine the functions of région to that 
fex, 


[ 46 ] 

fex, to attract fome of them at Jeaft to thofe 
- duties they have fuch a general apathy for ? 
Ffpecially fince the natural propenfity of our fex 
to virtue and religion, made it unneceffary to add 
any of thofe external helps to his divine grace, 
in order to win us to what our hearts lead us 
to. 

If then we fet cuftom and prejudice afide, 
where wou’d the oddity be to fee us dictating 
feiences from a univerfity chair; fince to name 
but one of a thoufand, that foreign young lady, 
whofe extraordinary merit and capacity but a few 
years ago forced a univerfity in Italy to break 
through the rules of partiality, cuftom, and prejudice, 
in her favour, to confer on her a Doc To R’s 
DeGREE, is a living procf that we are as capa- 
ble, as any of the Men, of the higheft eminences 
in the fphere of learning, if we had-juftice done 
us. 

It is not fo much to do juftice to my own 
fex, that I quote this inftance, as to favour the 
Men, by fhewing that it is not abfolutely im- 
poffible for them to be fometimes juft, without 
a miracle. Indeed it might require, in all pro- 
bability, the labours of a wandring Jew, to pro- 
duce a few more inftances of the like equity to- 
wards .us in that jealous, ungenerous fex. But 
to find many ladies nothing inferior in merit to 
the laft mention’d, we need neither the pains of 
running back, to antiquity, nor the expence of a 
voyage to foreign climes, Our own age and 
country 


[47] 

country may boaft of more than one Sappho, 
numbers of Cornelias, and no {carcity of Schur- 
mans and Daciers. If I chofe to unite the feveral 
excellences of all thefe illuftrious names in one, 
I might quote an Ziiza not more to be envied 
for the towering fuperiority of her genius and 
judgment, than honour’d for the ufe fhe makes of 
them. Her early advances in ancient and modern 
learning in general having raifed her above the 
imitation of the Men, as the many excellent virtues, 
added to her extenfive knowledge, have fecured 
her the efteem of the Women; it is no wonder 
that, while the former are forced to admire her 
in fpite of prejudice, we are at liberty to do 
juftice to her merit without fearing the fufpicion 
of partiality towards her. However, as her own 
excellence has extorted her juft praife from the 
mouth of prejudice itfelf, I fhall forbear to 
characterife her; content to fee the work al- 
ready done to my hand, by that fex itfelf: and 
therefore refer my readers for a farther. account 
of this true Woman to what the Reverend Mr Birch 
fays of her in the Hiftory of the Works of the 
Learned *: which is fo much the more to be 
relied on as it come from a Man; one of that 
fex which feems to pique itfelf with no other 
degree of equity, than that of never praifing any 
of ours beyond their defert. If the comparifon, 
this candid gentleman there makes between the 

_ talents 


—* For Fune, 1739. 
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talents of our fex and his own, fhou’d prove too 
galling for their innate jcaloufy ; let the men ex- 
cufe him at leaft, and pacify themfelves with the 
reflection on the thanks they all owe him for 
giving us this frefh inftance, in his own perfon, 
of the poffibility of finding a Man who can 
throw off pafhon and prejudice, for the fake of 
truth and honefty. - 

We may eafily conclude then, that, if our fex, 
as it hitherto appears, have all the talents requifite 
to learn and teach thofe fciences, which qualify 
Men for power and dignity; they are equally 
capable of applying their knowledge to practice, 
in exercifing that power and dignity. And fince, 
as we have faid, this nation has feen many glo- 
rious inftances of Women, feverally qualified to 
have all public authority center’d in them: why — 
may they not be as qualified at leaft for the 
fubordinate offices of minifters of flate, vice- 
queens, governeffes, fecretaries, privy-counfellors, 
and treafurers? Or why may they not, without 
oddity, be even generals of armies, and admirals 
of fleets? But this will be more proper to con- 


‘fider fepararely. 
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CHAP. VH. 


Whether Women are naturally qualified for 
military offices, or not. 


Mutt confefs, I cannot find how the oddity wou’d 

be greater, to fee a lady with a truncheon in her 
hand, than with a crown on her head ;_ or why i it 
fhou’d create more furprife, to fee her prefide in a 
council of war, than in a council of ftate. Why 
may fhe not be as capable of heading an army as 
a parliament ; or of commanding at fea as of reign- 
ing at land? What fhou’d hinder her from hold- 
ing the helm of a fleet with the fame fafety and 
fteadinefs as that of a nation? And why may fhe 
not exercife her foldiers, draw up her troops in 
battle array, and divide her forces into battalions 
at land, fquadrons at fea, &c, with the fame plea- 
fure fhe wou’d have in feeing or ordering it to be 
done? The military art has no myftery in it be- 
yond others, which Women cannot attain to. A 
Woman is as capable as a Man of making herfelf, 
by means of a map, acquainted with the good and 
bad ways, the dangerous and fafe paffes, or the 
proper fituations for encampment. And what fhou’d 
hinder her. from making herfelf miftrefs of all 
the ftratagems of war, of charging, retreating, 
furprifing, laying ambuthes, counterfeiting marches, 
feigning flights, giving falfe attacks, fupporting 
H real 
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real ones, animating the foldiery, and adding ex- 
ample«to eloquence by being the firft to mount a 
breach. Perfuafion, heat, and example are the 
foul of victory: And Women can fhew as much 
eloquence, warmth and intrepidity, where their ho- 
nour is at ftake, as 1s requifite to attack or defend 
a town. 

There can be no real difference pointed out be- 
tween the inward or outward conftitution of Men 
and Women, excepting what merely tends to giving 
birth to pofterity. And the differences thence 
arifing are no ways fufficient to argue more natural 
{trength in the one than in the other, to qualify 
them more for military labours. Are not the 
Women of different degrees of ftrength, like the 
Men ? Are there not ftrong and weak of both 
fexes ? jin educated in floth and foftnefs are 
weaker than Women ; and Women, become harden’d 
by neceflity, are often more robuft than Mex. We 
need go no farther than Chel/ea for a proof that 
Woman may be enured to all the hardfhips of a 
campaign, and to meet all the terrors of it, as well 
as the braveft of the oppofite fex. 

What has greatly help’d to confirm the Aen in 
the prejudiced notion of Women’s natural weak- 
nefs, is the common manner of expreffion which 
this very vulgar error gave birth to. When they 
mean to ftiematife a Man with want of courage 


they call him effeminate, and when they would 


praife a Woman for her courage they call her manly. 
But as thefe, and fuch like expreffions, are merely 
arbitrary, 
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arbitrary, and but a fulfome compliment wifch the 
Men pais on themfelves, they eftablifh no truth. 
The real truth is, That humanity and integrity, the 
characteriftics of our fex, make us abhor unjuft 
flaughter, and prefer honourable peace to unjuft war. 
And therefore to ufe thefe expreffions with pro- 
priety, when a Man is poffeft of our virtues he 
fhou’d be call’d effeminate by way of the higheft 
praife of his good-nature and juftice; and a Woman 
who departs from our fex by efpoufing the injuftice 
and cruelty of the Men’s nature fhould be call’d a 
Man : that “ts, one whom no facred ties can bind » 
to the obfervation of juft treaties, and whom no 
blood-fhed can deter from the moft cruental violence 

and rapin. | 
But be this as it may, certain it is, that bare 
{trength intitles the Men to no fuperiority above 
us, as 1 have already remark’d. Otherwife brutes 
wou’d deferve the pre-eminence of them. And 
among, themfelves, the itrongeft man ought to be 
the chief in power, Whereas we plainly fee that, 
generally fpeaking, the ftrongeft are only fit to 
make drudges to the reft; and particularly in 
armies, they who have moft of brutal vigour are 
often ufeful only for fafcines to men much weaker 
than themfelves to mount a breach. On the other 
hand, men who have lefs ftrength have very often 
the moft brains. The wifeft philofopbers, the 
ableft poets, and the greateft princes have not al-_ 
ways had the beft conftitutions. Henry was no 
match in ftrength with Sir Fobu Falfaff. And 
H 2 a 
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a Maxfborough perhaps might have routed an army 
with more eafe than he cou’d have wreftled with 
the meaneft of his foldiers. 

It is quite idle then to infift fo much on bodily 
ftrength, asa neceflary qualification to military em- 
ployments. And it ts full as idle to imagin that 
}Vomen are not naturally as capable of courage and 
refolution as the Men, We are indeed charged, 
without any exception, with being timorous, and 
incapable of defence ; frighted at our own fhadows ; 
alarm’d at the cry of an infant, the bark of a dog, 
the whiftling of the wind, ora tale of ‘hob-goblins. — 
But is this univerfally true ? Are there not Men as 
void of courage as the moft heartlefs of our fex? 
And yet it is known that the moft timoraus Women 
often makea virtue of neceffity, and facrifice their 
own fears. for the fafety of a hufband, a fon, ora 
brother. Fearful and weak as they are, they often 
behave more courageoufly than the Men under 
pains, ficknefs, want, and the terrors of death it- 
felf. 

Fear is almoft an infeparable attendant on 
virtue. The virtuous are ever timid more or lefs 5 
their own inoffenfive difpofition and the knowledge 
they have how much vice abounds among Men, 
are fufficient to incline them to fear on every ap- 
pearance of danger. Tis a paffion natural to 
all: Princes fear the rebellion of their fubjects; 
generals the furprize of an enemy; and the very 

"man who draws his {word to refent an injury, 


fears 
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fears the fhame of it, fears his adverfary, and 
fears the law. | 

Nay fear is even a virtue in thofe who know theme 
felves incapable of refifting what they fear; and is 
only blameable in fuch as have the power to repel 
thé evil which threatensthem. A lawyer, who hag 
{pent his whole life in poring over Cake upon Lit- 
tletom, can no more, with reafon, be accufed af 
want of courage for refufing a challenge from an 
officer of the Aumy, than a foldier can be call'd a 
coward for refufing to ftake his fortune againft a 
lady at quadrille. The manner Womes are bred in 
gives them room to apprehend every thing. They 
are admitted to no fhare of the exercifes which 
wou’d qualify them to attack or defend. They fee 
themfelves helplefsly expofed to the outrages of a 
fex enflaved to the moft brutal tranfports; and 
find themfelves victims of contempt to wretches, 
whofe prevalent ftrength is often exerted againft 
them with more fury and cruelty than beafts prac- 
tice towards one another. Can our fear then be 
imputed to want of courage ? Is it a defect? Or 
ought it not rather to be alledged as a proof of our 
fenfe ? Since it wou’d be rather fool-hardinefs than 
courage to withftand brutes, who want the fenfe 
to be overcome by reafon, and whom we want 
means to repel by force of arms ? 

And yet it is far from being true that all Wamex 
want Courage, f{trength, or conduct to lead an army 
to triumph; any more than it ts that all Adem aye 
endow’d with them. There are mapy of our fex as 

intrepid — 
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intrepid as the Men ; and I myfelf cou’d, with more 
eafe and lefs repugnance, dare the frowns and fury 
of an already victorious army which I had forces 
to refift, than I cou’d ftoop to court the fmiles 
of a corrupt minifter whom I had reafon to 
defpife. 

Need I bring Amazons from Scythia to prove the 
courage of Women ? Need I run to Italy fora Ca- 
milla to fhew an inftance of warlike courage? 
Wou’d the wife of Petus, who ftabb’d herfelf firft 
to encourage her defponding hufband to do to the 
like, have been afraid to mount a brcach ? Wou’d 
not fhe, who cou’d {natch the knife from her bleed- 
ing breaft and ferenely give it to Thrafeas with a— 
firike, Petus! it don’t /mart: Wou’d not fhe, 
I fay, have been equally capable of animating with 
perfuafion and example an army in the defence her 
country? Let France boaft it’s maid of Orleans ; 
and other nations glory in their numberlefs ftore of 
warlike Women. We need not go out of England 
to feek heroines, while we have annals to preferve 
their illuftrious names. To whom did England 
owe it’s deliverance from the tyrannic yoke of the 
- Danes? But to pafs over the many inftances of 
warlike bravery in our fex, let it fuffice to name a 
Boadicea, who made the moft glorious ftand againft 
the Romans in the defence of her country, which 
that great empire was ever a witnefs to. And if 
her endeavours did not meet with the fuccefs of an 
Alexander, a Cafar, or a Charles of Sweden in his 
fortunate days; her courage and conduct were fuch, 

as 


[55] 

as render’d her worthy to be confider’d equal, if 
not fuperior to them all, in bravery and wifdom ; 
not to mention the nicer juftice of her intentions. 

Thus far I think it evidently appears, that there 
is no fcience, office, or dignity, which Women have °* 
not an equal right to fhare in with the Aden : Since 
there can be no fuperiority but that of brutal 
{trength fhewn in the /atter, to entitle them to en-° 
erofs al power and prerogative to themfelves: nor 
any ‘incapacity proved in the former to difqualify 
them of their right, but what is owing to the un- 
juft oppreffion of the Men and might be eafily — 
removed. With regard however to warlike em- 
ployments, it feems to be a difpofition of Provi- 
dence that cuftom has exempted us from them. Ag 
failors: in a ftorm throw overboard their more ufe- 
lefs lumber; fo it is bug fit that the Men alone 
fhou’d be expofed to the dangers and hardfhips of 
war, while we remain in fafety at home, They are, 
generally {peaking, good for little elfe but to be 
our bulwarks : And our {miles are the moft noble | 
rewards which the braveft of them all ought to 
defire, or can deferve, for all the hazards they en- 
counter, and for all the labours they go thro’ in 
our defence during the moft tedious campaigns. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VIL 


CONCLUSION. 


H AT I have hitherto faid has not been 
with an intention to ftir up any of my 
own fex to revolt againft the Mex, or to invert the 
prefent order of things with regard to government 
and. authority. No, let them ftand as they are: 
I only mean to fhew my {ex that they are not fo 
defpicable as the Men wou’d have them believe 
themfelves, and that we are capable of as much 
greatnefs of foul as the beft of that haughty fex. 
And I am fully convinced, it wou’d be to the joint 
intereft of both to think fo. | 
This:is plain from the ill confequences attend- 
ing the oppofite error. The Men, by thinking us 
incapable of improving our intellects, have entirely 
thrown us out of all the advantages of educa- 
tion; and thereby contributed as much as poffi- 
ble to make us the fenfelefs creatures they imagin 
us. So that, for want of education, we are ren- 
der’d fubjeét to all the follies they diflike in 
us, and are loaded with their ill treatment for 
faults of their own creating in us, and which, © 
we ate denied the helps neceffary to avoid. And 
what is the confequence of this tyrannic treat- 
ment of us? Why, it finally reverts on them- 
felves : 
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efelves: ‘The fame want of ‘earning and education 
which hurries Women into what difpleafes the 
Men, debars them of the virtues requifit to 
fupport them under the ill treatment they are 
loaded with by the Men, in confequence of their 
indifcretions: And for want of thofe virtues they 
often run very unjuftifiable lengths to be re- 
venged on their tyrants, ‘Thus does it arrive 
generally fpeaking that both Aden and Women 
hold one-another in fovereign contempt, and 
therefore vie with each-other, which fhall fhall treat 
the other the worft. Whereas how happy might 
they be, wou’d both fexes but refolve each to 
give the otber that juft efteem which is their 
due ! 

However, if truth may be fpoken ; it is un- 
deniable that the blame lies chiefly and originally 
in the Men. Since if they wou’d but allow 
Women the advantages of education and literature ; 
the latter would learn to defpife thofe follies 
and trifles, for which they are at prefent un- 
juftly defpifed. Our fex wou’d be enabled to give 
the Men, a better opinion of our capacity of head 
and difpofition of heart: And the Men, in propor- 
tion to the encreafe of their efteem for us, wou’d 
leffen, and by degrees reform, their ill-treatment 
of us. Women wovy’d make it their ftudy to 
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which means doth fexes wou’d be happy, and, 
neither have caufe to blame the other. But while 
they lock up from us all the avenues to know- 
ledge, they cannot without reproach to theme 
felves blame us for any mifconduét which igno- 
rance may be mother of: And we cannot but 
accufe them of the moft cruel injuftice in difefteem- 
ing and ill-ufing us for faults they put out of our 
power to correct, 

It wou’d be needle{s to fay any more on this 
fubject, if it was not in anfwer to fome weak 
people who are vainly perfuaded, that there is 
a real difference between Us and the Aden with 
regard to virtue: Whereas nothing can be 
more abfurd, It is undoubtedly true, that there 
have been, and are, many very good, and as many 
very bad, people of both fexes. And if it fhou’d 
be fuppofed, tho’ it cannot be proved, that fome 
Women have been more flagitious than any Ads, _ 
that will no ways redound to the difhonour of our 
 fex in general. The corruption of the beft is ever the 
worft: And fhou’d we grant that in quality of vices 
fome of our fex have exceeded the Mex; It mutt 
be own’d that their numbers. wou’d at leaft bal- 
Jance the account. I believe no one will deny 
but that at leaft, upon the moft moderate com- 
putation, there are a thoufand dad Men to one 
bad Woman, But to know whether either Sex be 
naturally more vicious than the other, we muft 
obferve that there is nothing byt the foul capable 
of virtue, which confifts in a firm refolution of 


doing 
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doing what ‘we judge the beft, according to 
the dictates of reafow and religion compared with 
the different occurrences we meet with in life. 
Now the mind is no lefs capable in Women than 
in Mex of that firm refolution which makes up vir- 
tue, nor of knowing the occafions of putting it in 
practice. 

Weak as the generality reckon us Women, we 
can regulate our paffions as well as the Men; 


‘and are no more enclined to vice than to virtue. 


We might even make the fcale turn in our own 
favour in this particular, without doing violence 
to truth or yuftice. However, upon the whole, if 
there be equal occafion of finding fault in both 
fexes 3 ‘That which accufes the other offends againft 
natural equity. If there be more evil in the 
Mex than in us, and they are too ftupified to 
fee it; they are guilty of rafhnefs in finding 
fault with our fex. And if they do fee and malt- 
cioufly conceal their own greater faults; is it not 
bafe in them to blame us who have Iefs? If 
there be more good in Women than in Men; 


, ought not the Aden to be accufed of ignorance 


or envy in not acknowledging it? When a 
Woman has more virtue than vice, fhou’d not 
the one atone for the other? ‘This is efpecially 
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when our failings are only feemingly fuch, or at’ 
moft but trivial in themfelves, it is imprudent, 


malicious, and pitiful to infift on them. And yet. 


it is eafy to prove, that fuch are the generality’ 
of the faults we are charged with,. which can 


any way affect us all. 


Thus then does it hitherto fully appear, how 


falfely we are deem’d, by the Men, wanting in that 
folidity of. fenfe which they fo vainly value them- 


felves upon. Our right is the fame with theirs: 
to all public employments; we are endow’d, by. 


nature, with geniufes at leaft as capable of filling 
them as theirs can be : and our hearts are as fufcep- 


tible of virtue as our heads are of the ‘fciences. We > 


neither want /pirit, ftrength, nor courage, to defend 
a country, nor prudence to rule it. Our fouls are 
as perfec? as theirs, and the organs they depend 
on are generally more refined. However, if the 


bodies be compared to decide the right of ex- 


cellence in either fex; we need not contend: The 
Men themfelves I prefume will give it up. They 
cannot deny but that we have the advantage of 
them in the internal mechanifm of our frames: 

Since in us is produced the moft beautiful and 
wonderful of all creatures: And how much have 


we not the advantage of them in outfide? What © 


beauty, comelinefs, and graces, has not heaven 
attach’d to our fex above theirs? I fhou’d bluth 
with fcorn to mention this, if I did not think it 
an indication of our fouls being alfo in a ftate 


of greater delicacy; For I cannot help thinking . 
that 
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that the Wife Author of nature fuited our frames 
to the fouls he gave us. And furely then the 
acutenefs of our minds, with what paffes in 
the infide of our heads, ought to render us at 
leaft Equats to Men, fince the outfide feldom 
fails to make us their abfolute miftreffes. 

And yet I’ wou’d have none of my fex build 
their authority barely. on fo flight a founda- 
tion. No: Good fenfe will out-laft a handfome 
face: And the dominion gain’d over hearts by 
reafon is lafting. I wou’d therefore exhort all 
my fex to throw afide idle amufements, and to 
betake themfelves' to the improvement of their 
minds, that we may be able to act with that 
becoming dignity our nature has fitted us to; 
and, without claiming or valuing it, fhew our 
felves worthy fomething from them, as much 
above their bare efteem, as they conecit them- 
felves above us. In a word, let us fhew them, 
by what little we do without aid of education, 
the much we might do if they did us juftice; 
that we may force a blufh from them, if poffible, 
and compel them to confefs their own bafenefs to 
us, and that the worft of us deferve much better 
treatment than the beft of us receive. 
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